
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The SAD   
 

Question Booklet 

 
 
 

This booklet is the intellectual property of CollegeBored. Do not open this booklet until 
your proctor instructs you to do so. Do not remove this booklet from the exam room.  
 
 
 
Please copy the statement in the space provided below. 
 

“By taking this exam, I am $64 closer to being a broke, burnt-out college dropout at age 20. I 
acknowledge that I am only taking this exam because colleges and scholarships think a four-digit 
number is the best representation of myself and my abilities.” 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

The Exam 
 

Thank you for complying with your education system’s requirement to take the 2019 CollegeBored 
Standardized Assisted Depression (SAD) Test. This examination aims to assess academic competence in 
several subject areas highly relevant to modern life, including skimming comprehension, polynomial 
factorization, and whether or not you used a No. 2 Ticonderoga pencil to bubble a perfectly uniform 
graphite circle on your answer sheet. 
 
Should any questions or concerns arise during the duration of the test, please consult the clueless 
47-year-old parent volunteer proctoring the exam.  
 
If you score poorly on this test, you will be rejected from any and all colleges to which you requested to 
send your scores to in Section E of the answer booklet. Posting or discussing these questions outside the 
exam room on any media platform will result in the immediate cancellation of your scores and 
subsequent capital punishment.   

1

 
You are prohibited from leaving the room at any time during the exam with the exception of the one 
5-minute break. If you have a medical emergency during this exam, you are a filthy cheater and your 
body is not ready to handle the harsh reality of college and a future career. Had you bought our exam 
prep book for only $299.99, you would have been able to prepare for this in advance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

1 This does not includes the creation of memes or any other form of anonymous online posting that CollegeBored 
examiners lack the technological competence to detect. 

Unauthorized copying of this page is illegal, not that anybody copying this page gives a shit. 



 

Section I - Skimming Comprehension 
90 Minutes 

Each passage or pair of passages below was written by a seven-year-old having a stroke and is followed by a series of 
vaguely worded rhetorical questions that bear minimal relevance to the provided material. You are expected to read 
this at a speed of 500 words per minute, as true “reading” comprises of quickly skimming over blocks of text with 
complete disregard for 80% of the content while playing I-Spy for key words. 
 

Your score in this section is primarily determined by how well you can regurgitate names of obscure Shakespearean 
English conventions. Due to public outrage, questions asking for definitions of obscure vocabulary have been removed. 
They have instead been replaced with questions asking which words are synonyms for the exact same obscure 
vocabulary.  
 
After skipping each passage, read the question and flip back to the relevant paragraph mentioned in the question. 
Determine the most sensible answer based on what is stated or implied and bubble in the opposite choice.  

Passage 

[This passage has been redacted, as it has been shown that actually reading the passage has no statistically 
significant impact on your score. If you would still like to take the SAD with passage included, the SAD with 

Passage is available for $99.99 for future registrations.] 

 

1. The author uses the word razzmatazz in line 5. Appropriate alternative substitutions for this word 
would include: 

I. sesquipedalianism 
II. triskaidekaphobia 

III. orange 

A) None of the above (option included to induce additional anxiety) 
B) I and III 
C) II and III 
D) Any combination of choices that wasn’t what you’d hoped for after ruling out the above three 

options 
 

2. Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question? 
A) Implying that the choice I selected 
B) Was chosen on the basis of logic and reason 
C) Unlike the questions on this exam 
D) All of the above  

 

3. In the sentence in line 23, the ditransitive verb comes before the matrix clause because: 
A) The coordinating conjunction goes between two sentences.  
B) A notional concord is present in two out of the three following sentences 
C) The 7-year-old having a stroke who wrote this passage said so 
D) There were no more common grammatical conventions to test you on, so you’re being screwed 

over with university-level linguistics 

Unauthorized copying of this page is illegal, not that anybody copying this page gives a shit. 



 

Section II - Abstract Nonsense 
45 Minutes 

 

A calculator is prohibited on this portion of the exam. Even though Applebee’s won’t make you calculate a 15% tip by 
hand, we absolutely expect you to be able to solve for the roots of unity of a fifth-degree complex number in your head. 
You could score better with your calculator’s random number generator, which is why they are prohibited in the exam 
room. 
 

The last half of this section has been included to screw over students who are not in calculus by age 14. You will never 
practically apply any of the math discussed in this section. We do, however, try to make questions seem more relevant 
by inserting outdated references and writing about buying grocery items. This is a complete waste of printing space, as 
nobody in your generation has the money to afford community college, let alone buy 30 lemon meringue pies that cost 
$31.79 each.  

 

REFERENCE FORMULAS THAT USE UNCONVENTIONAL VARIABLES TO CONFUSE YOU 
y = λx + β 
SA = 4πr2 
ρ = mν 
c = んf 
L = 3*108 ms-1 

𝜎 +K = P↠ 3 /z 
If you are still reading, you are wasting your time. None of the questions in this section actually use 
these formulas. 

 

1. A hyperbola of the form τ = 3 - (αx - ζ) has a focal length equivalent to the arc length 
subtended by the angle 71π/31. Solve for ζ. Give your answer in terms of α.  

A) 3 
B) ααααααααααααα 
C)  α13 
D)  I thought this was the math section, not the Greek reading comprehension section 

 
2. Judith buys 433 bags of candy. If each bag is worth $5.58, how much has she just paid for type 2 

diabetes? 
A) Less than the price of this exam 
B) She didn’t even pay sales tax 
C) I could budget my groceries on the phone that I would have at the store, because 
D) we live in a technologically advanced society 
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Section III - Handwriting Legibility 
45 Minutes 

 

This section is judged on your ability to make up as much bullshit as you can to argue an obscure viewpoint that you 
don't have. You only have 45 minutes on this section, so write fast, but if you don't have nice handwriting, you can 
forget about getting a good grade. Your score is most assuredly not going to be judged by the grader’s personal 
opinions and how easily they can read your handwriting.  
 
While this section is “optional”, and costs an additional $80, colleges would much rather evaluate your writing skills 
from this hastily scribbled “essay” than a well-written paper for class that you put real time and effort into. 
 

 
 

Write a 3-5 paragraph essay conveying your unbiased, well-justified reasoning as to why you agree with the 
highly controversial viewpoint below. This should be supported by concrete evidence and commentary in an 
unrealistic, cookie-cutter three-pronged essay format.   
 

Refute this statement and explain why this attitude is harmful to the education of today’s youth. 
 

“Standardized testing is a poor judge of students’ ability and truly the emblem of meritocracy. It somehow 
remains the holy grail of college admissions officers; however, the only holy grail it represents is one filled to the 

brim with impractical knowledge students learn solely to pass this exam.”  
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